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Chapter 9 - Beware of the Stronghold of Cold Love (Part 1)

Is your love growing and becoming softer, brighter, more daring and more visible? Or is it becoming
more discriminating, more calculating, less vulnerable and less available? This is a very important
issue, for your Christianity is only as real as your love. A measurable decrease in your ability to love
is evidence that a stronghold of cold love is developing within you.

Guard Against Unforgiveness!

“Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). A major
area of spiritual warfare that has come against the church is the sphere of church relationships.
Satan knows that a church divided against itself cannot stand. We may enjoy temporary
blessings and seasonal breakthroughs, but to win a citywide war, Jesus is raising up a united,
citywide church. An earmark of this corporate, overcoming church will be its commitment to
love. Yet, because of the increasing iniquity in the end of this age, true Christian love will be
severely assaulted.

There is no spiritual unity, and hence no lasting victory, without love. Love is a passion for
oneness. Bitterness, on the other hand, is characterized by a noticeable lack of love. This cold
love is a demonic stronghold. In our generation cold love is becoming increasingly more
common. It shuts down the power of prayer and disables the flow of healing and outreach. In
fact, where there is persistent and hardened unforgiveness in a person or church, the demonic
world (known in Matthew 18:34 as “torturers”) has unhindered access.

Bitterness is the most visible symptom of the stronghold of cold love. To deal with cold love, we
must repent and forgive the one who hurt us. Painful experiences are allowed by God to teach us
how to love our enemies. If we still have unforgiveness toward someone, we have failed this
test. Fortunately, it was just a test, not a final exam. We actually need to thank God for the
opportunity to grow in divine love. Thank Him that your whole life is not being swallowed up in
bitterness and resentment. Millions of souls are swept off into eternal judgment every day
without any hope of escaping from embitterment, but you have been given God’s answer for
your pain. God gives you a way out: love!
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As we embrace God’s love and begin to walk in Christlike forgiveness, we are actually pu;ling
down the stronghold of cold love in our lives. Because of this experience, we will soon possess
more of the love of Christ than we had previously.


